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GURU-DEVOTEE RELATIONSHIP
By Babitha Haridas

We are different and unique in our way. We look differ-
ent, some have dark complexion, and some other have
fair complexion. We talk differently too, some of us talk
in 'ghetto' accent whereas other converse in a more digni-
fied manner. All of us have different beliefs, however,
we are all united despite the diversity in the world. How
is that? I myself have been considering the question for
quite a while, and I came to a conclusion. Perhaps the
one thing that unites is our search for happiness. Yet here
too, we differ. Some of us retreat to meditation, whereas
others try to define happiness through this definition and
attain it. Others who indulge themselves in laborious
work, hoping to forget about the sorrows and worries life
has to offer. All these measures to yield a certain degree
of happiness. However, this type of happiness does not
quench our thirst for bliss and peace of mind.

During the course of my search, I encountered a book,
which said that once in hundred years there arrives a soul
whose features let the seekers instinctively arise from
their varied occupations, greet him, and see in him his
ways a clear commentary, a silent interpretation, a radi-
ant center of all happiness that they were seeking. Litera-
ture, art and the sciences grow around this person.
Narayana Guru was such a soul.

Perhaps Narayana Guru's most famous saying is, 'One
in kind, one in faith, and one God for man'. Most of us as-
sociate Sree Narayana Guru with this saying; however, |
would like to explore the guru-devotee relationship.

When we talk about Sree Narayana Guru, we always
salute him by using the tile 'guru’ after his name. Has
anyone really considered the reason behind doing so? I
myself have not thought about this until recently. Let us
establish the fact that 'guru' in short means teacher. Sree

Narayana Guru left the material comfort of the word and |

went to the forests, caves and hills performing Tapas
(meditation and self-discipline) in the search of truth.
Years later, having solved a great riddle of life he
emerged from seclusion, wanting to share this newfound
secret with rest of the world. Thence without any ounce
of hesitation, he called himself Guru. It is quite stupefy-
ing to see how he was penniless himself yet he was able

to extend his knowledge and influence rich, poor and un- %

educated people. Narayana Guru's followers lie in such a
great degree of diversity.

When we look at Sree Narayana Guru's photo, we can
usually sense the silence and calmness. Silence is the

normal state of Guru Hood. Once I was talking
to a swami, | asked him a question. For argu-
ment sake, let me just say it, What is the es-
sence of 'OM'? This question had been in my
mind for quite a long time, so I was sitting there
expectantly awaiting his response, but heard
nothing. Then he started to ask a series of ques-
tions that appeared incredibly out of topic. |
knew the answers to the questions he asked me.
Then at the end of our conversation, I came to re-
alization. Ever before I had asked the Swami my
question, I knew the answer vaguely. With all
those seeming irrelevant questions, he said that
he was trying to awaken my mind the realiza-
tion that I knew the answer to the question.
Similarly, the silence with which Narayana
Guru meets one's questions is indication of
honor. With his silence, Guru shows the ques-
tioner that he already knows the answer. It is
just a matter of opening the mind to take realiza-
tion. Thus, Narayana Guru leads the disciple
from the pinnacle of one Everest to another of
positive understanding. Through this mutual un-
derstanding, Guru and disciple become one.

Gurudeva Samadhi

Septeglber 21, 2015.




Page 4 Gurudarshanam November 2015

- = TR
917-562-2717 M

AUTO SERVICE & BODY WORKS (@ &

'I"'l""'«;wﬂ‘uyi' l" o) WMK

REMAX Central Properties

* NYS INSPECTION R SAT/5N ¢ RACK & PINION

« BRAKES \ ﬁ .« ALTERNATORS ' (i(e nny
« CALIPERS CWELED B GrARTERS
\G“ARANTEED/ /

« DRIVE AXILES « ELECTRICAL WORKS REAL ESTATE

Real Results !!! Recurring Referrals !!!

Upcoming Events

>

« TOW SERVICE AVAILABLE

Satsang and Discourses by
Swamiji Sandeepananda Giri
November 7th 2015 Saturday 2:00pm
Shri Saneeswara Temple - New York
95 - 30 225th Street
Queens Village, NY 11429

as

Mathew P. Cheriyan (shaji)

X > <
Cell: (516) - 204 - 3162
Pratheesh Varghese Women's & Children's day is
celbizae) 2580 S8z scheduled on November 14th
Saturday 6:00pm

at Santoor Indian Restaurant

Please contact
Mrs. Bindu Valath (516) - 557 - 5565
to participate in the cultural program

Serving The Community %
For Over 17 Years. Thank You
For The Support !!
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